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CURRENT  STATUS  OF  THE  701  PLANNING  PROJECT  FOR  CHINATOWN 


September  16,  1970 


On  SeptemiDer  10,  1970  ,  Walter  S.  Newman,  President  of  the  San 
Francisco  City  Planning  Commission ,  formally  announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  19 一 member  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  to  assist  the 
Department  of  City  Planning  in  the  forthcoming  special  planning 
project  for  Chinatown.     The  purpose  of  the  project  is  to  initiate 
immediate  actions  leading  to  improvements  in  housing  and  recrea- 
tion in  the  Chinatown  area. 

The  Chinatown  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  was  appointed  as  an 
important  means  of  channeling  communication  between  the  agencies 
involved  in  this  project  as  well  as  providing  guidance  and 
assistance  to  the  Department  of  City  Planning  in  making  recommenda- 
tions for  recreation  and  housing  developments  in  the  conmiunity . 
During  the  course  of  the  project ,  other  means  will  also  be  used  to 
give  as  many  people  as  possible  the  opportunity  to  express  their 
views  on  what  should  be  done  to  improve  housing  and  recreation 
opportunities .     This  newsletter  will  be  published  periodically  in 
order  to  keep  community  residents  informed  of  the  activities  of 
this  important  project.     The  success  of  the  project  depends  very 
heavily  on  the  involvement  and  interest  of  the  Chinatown  co 醒 unity. 
The  Department  of  City  Planning,  therefore, welcomes  any  suggestions 
from  anyone  in  the  community. 
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The  project  is  now  scheduled  to  begin  formally  on  October  15th. 
By  that  time ,  a  professional  consultant  will  be  selected  to  carry 
out  the  technical  aspects  of  the  project  and  to  work  with  the 
Citizens  Advisory  Committee  and  various  City  agencies  in  putting 
together  housing  and  recreation  programs  for  the  Chinatown  area. 

The  consultant  will  be  carefully  selected  by  the  Department  of 
City  Planning,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Citizens  Committee.  All 
the  professional  firms  who  have  indicated  an  interest  in  the  project 
are  being  evaluated  on  the  basis  of  several  criteria,  includding 
amount  of  professional  experience ,  familiarity  with  the  Chinatown 
community ,  and  ability  to  work  with  community  people.     Final  selec- 
tion of  the  consultant  will  be  made  early  in  October. 

Any  questions  concerning  the  project  are  welcomed  and  should  be 
directed  to  Mr.  James  Paul,  Department  of  City  Planning,  55 8 - 4 541, 
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701  PIJ^NIKG  PROJECT  FOR  CHINAT0I7N 

Newsletter  No .  2  【,— 
October  26,   1970  " 


The  Chinatown  Planning  project  involving  housing  and 
recreation  was  formally  initiated  in  October.     The  Citizens 
Advisory  Committee   (CAC)  held  its  first  meeting  on  September  25, 
1970 ,  at  the  San  Francisco  Department  of  City  Planning*     At  its 
second  meeting  on  October  8,   1970,  the  firm  of  Sedway /Cooke  and 
associates  was  selected  as  the  planning  consultant  for  the 
project- 


Orientation  Meeting  of  the  Citizens  Advisory  Co 讓 ittee 
(September  25,  1970) 

Members  of  the  CAC  discussed  the  basic  structure  and 
organization  of  the  project  with  Allan  B .  Jacobs,  Director  of 
Planning,  and  Planning  Commissioner  Mortimer  Fleishhacker . 
The  Committee  agreed  to  establish  a  co- chairmanship.     A  repre- 
sentative of  the  City  Planning  Commission  will  share  the 
chairmanship  with  a  person  elected  from  the  Committee .  There 
was  a  consensus  among  CAC  members  that  the  Committee  will  hold 
regular  monthly  meetings  in  the  Chinatown  area.     Meetings  will 
be  open  to  the  public  unless  otherwise  specified* 

An  agreement  was  reached  that  members  of  the  Citizens 
Advisory  Committee  and  of  the  Technical  Advisory  Committee 
would  receive  oral  presentations  of  proposals  from  the  four 
consultant  firms  under  consideration  for  the  project  at  a  joint 
meeting  between  the  two  Committees .     The  date  was  set  for 
October  8,  1970. 


Selection  of  Planning  Consultant; 

Four  consultant  firms  were  selected  by  the  Department  of 
City  Planning  from  more  than  20  applications  for  a  final  eval- 
uation by  the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  and  the  Technical 
Advisory  Committee.     They  v/ere  Duncan  and  Jones ,  Livingston 
and  Blayney ,  Okamoto/Liskamm  and  Sedway /Cooke,     At  the  Joint 
Meeting  of  the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  and  the  Technical 
Advisory  Committee  on  October  8,  1970 ,  each  of  the  four  con- 
sultant firms  was  invited  to  make  a  presentation.  Three 
essential  criteria  were  adopted  in  evaluating  the  consultants ' 
proposals ： 

A*     knowledge  of  the  Chinatown  community  and  involvement  of 
the  community ； 

B .  professional  expertise  in  carrying  out  the  project; 

C .  quality  and  commitment  of  the  staff • 
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After  extensive  discussion  on  the  qualifications  of  each 
^  consultant,  Sedway /Cooke  was  selected  by  the  Committees  as  the 
first  choice •     Mr,  Jacobs  announced  the  appointment  of  Sedway/ 
Cooke  at  the  City  Planning  Commission's  meeting  of  October  15, 
1970. 


Other  Business; 

A  Chinese  newsletter  on  the  Improvement  Plan  for  Residence 
was  prepared  by  the  Department  of  City  Planning, ~" identifying 
housing  issues  of  special  concern  to  the  Chinatown  area.  The 
purpose  of  distributing  this  newsletter  is  to  elicit  public 
opinion  from  the  Chinatown  community  on  housing  improvement 
policies  proposed  in  the  report,  particularly  on  the  intensive 
code  enforcement  program.     An  English  copy  of  the  newsletter  is 
attached  for  your  information .     Also  enclosed  is  a  name/address 
list  of  the  members  of  the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee.     If  you 
have  any  question  about  the  planning  project,  please  do  not 
hesitate  to  contact  Mr.  James  Paul  or  Miss  Moira  Shek  of  the 
Department  of  City  Planning  (558 - 4 541) . 

Your  name  is  included  in  the  Department ' s  Chinatown  com- 
munity mailing  list ,     If  you  have  any  change  of  address  or  know 
anyone  who  wishes  to  be  on  the  mailing  list,  please  inform  the 
Department  of  City  Planning,  100  Larkin  Street,  San  Francisco 
94102,  attention:     Chinatown  project. 


八. 呈互。 
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NEWSlETTEd  NUMBER 
December  3,  1970 


WHAT'S  NEW? 

The  Chinatown  Citizens  Advisory  Committee   (CCAC)  held  its  third  meeting 
on  ivloveinber  9  ,   1970 ,   in  Chinatown,     REV.  HARRY  CHUCK  was  elected  as 
the  co-chairman  of  the  CCAC,     He  will  share  the  chairmanship  with  Mr. 
Ho r timer  Fleishhacker ,  Jr.  of  the  City  Planning  Commission. 

At  the  meeting,  it  was  agreed  upon  that  CCAC  will  hold  its  regular 
meetings  every  SECOND  THURSDAY  night  of  the  month  in  the  Chinatown 
area.  The  next  meeting  will  be  on  DECEMBER  10,  1970  (Thursday)  at 
Cameron  House ,  920  Sacramento  Street  (between  Powell  and  Stockton) 
at  7:30  p.m. 

YOU  ARE  INVITED  TO  ATTEND 

The  Chinatown  Area  Planning  Consultant  Team,  led  by  urban  planners 
Paul  Sedway  and  Tom  Cooke  and  architects  Bob  Wong  and  Ilerrill  Jew,  is 
initiating  Phase  I  of  the  work  program:     INVENTORY  SURVEYS .  The 
surveys  are  exploring  potential  sites  ,     facilities ,  programs  and 
resources  in  Chinatown  for  housing  and  recreation  development.  Other 
members  of  the  consultant  team  are  Hal  Dunleavy ,  Jack  Schaupp ,  Buddy 
Choy ,  Jackson  Hu,  Gilbert  Lum    and  the  staff  of  Sedway /Cooke ,  Mrs 
Sue  Pf lueger ,  Mr.  Jack  Schnitius ,  and  Mr .  Joe  McAnarney . 

The  San  Francisco  Unified  School  District  was  invited  to  join  the 
Technical  Advisory  Committee   (TAG) .     The  District's  experience  with 
Chinatown  problems  will  provide  immense  assistance  to  the  TAG. 
Besides ,  its  schoolyards  are  potential  resources  for  intensified 
utilization  for  recreation  purposes . 

SEMINAR  SESSIONS  FOR  CONCERNED  INDIVIDUALS 

Are  you  familiar  with  the  functions  of  the  Federal  Housing  Administra- 
tion? Redevelopment  Agency?    Urban  Beautif ication  Program,  and  other 
public  programs  for  housing  and  recreation  improvement?    Do  you  want 
to  know  more  about  their  application  to  Chinatown?     The  consultant 
team  is  organizing  a  series  of  seminars  and  inviting  specialists  to 
explain  and  discuss  these  programs  with  the  community. 


；:. h  .「、 一': T 


V' 


、 v;el.  r 


-2- 


A  pilot  seminar  was  held  on  November  19,  1970,  at  the  auditorium  of 
St,  Mary ' s  Chinese  High  School.     Two  speakers,  Mr,  Dean  Maoris , 
Assistant  Director,  Plans  and  Programs  of  the  Department  of  City 
Planning,   and  Mr*   Hal  Dunleavey ,  Housing  Specialist ,  were  invited  to 
discuss  the  City's  planning  and  housing  programs  and  their  relation 
to  Chinatown.     The  seminar  was  well  received.     The  next  one  will  be 
on  recreation  issues .     It  will  be  held  in  January ；  the  exact  date  is 
to  be  announced. 

As  a  follow - up,  a  GLOSSARY  of  terms  and  programs  discussed  at  the 
prior  seminars  will  be  compiled  periodically  by  the  planning  con- 
sultants for  distribution  in  the  community.     The  first  issue  (on 
housing  and  planning)   is  ready  and  is  being  distributed  to  program 
participants .     If  you  want  to  obtain  a  copy ,  call  Miss  Moira  Shek 
at  433-0966. 

YOU  ARE  WANTED  ―  TO  MAKE  DECISIONS  FOR  CHINATOWN 

What  is  your  feeling  about  location  of  future  new  housing  for 
Chinatown  residents  inside  and  outside  of  Chinatown?    What  groups 
of  residents  within  Chinatown  have  the  greatest  neet  for  new 
recreation  facilities  or  programs?    What  are  y^ur  suggestions  about 
involving  the  coirununity  more  actively? 

For  these  and  other  equally  important  questions ,  we  need  your 
insightful  answers .     The  questions  will  be  discussed  at  the  coming 
meeting  of  the  Chinatown  Citizens  Advisory  Committee.     If  you  want 
your  opinions  heard,  come  to  the  meeting  and  participate. 


PAMPHLETS 

Do  you  want  to  introduce  your  friends  to  the  Chinatown  House-Rec. 
Planning  Project?     Pamphlets  introducing  the  major  purposes ,  work 
programs ,  and  participants  of  the  project  are  available.     Pick  up 
your  copies  from  any  of  the  CCAC  members  or  from  the  City  Planning 
Department 。 


DATE: 
TIME: 
PLACE 


December  10,  1970 
7  ：  30  p，ra, 

Cameron  House,  920 


Sacramento  Street 


Enclosure :     Telephone  Directory  of  the 
Project  Participants 
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HAPPY  NEW  YEAR! 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


December  30,  1970 


1971  is  approaching.     On  this  occasion,   let  us  take  a  quick  review 
of  the  major  happenings  of  the  China town  project  during  the  year 
of  1970. 

APRIIi  The  San  Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors  authorized  the 

Department  of  City  Planning  to  submit  an  application 
for  Federal  funding  of  a  special  planning  project 
dealing  with  housing  and  recreation  for  the  Chinatown 
area  under  Section  701  of  the  United  States  Housing  Act, 
as  amended.     The  Department  of  City  Planning  forwarded 
to  the  Federal  Government  a  proposal  requesting  a  grant 
of  $75,000. 

MAY  The  Application  was  approved  by  the  Federal  Government 

pending  appropriation  of  a  one-third   (or  $25,000)  local 
share  of  the  total  cost.     The  Board  of  Supervisors 
authorized  an  appropriation  of  $15, 000  as  part  of  the 
one-third  local  share,  while  the  remaining  $10 , 000  was 
allocated  through  the  San  Francisco  Foundation. 

JULY  Allan  B.  Jacobs,  Director  of  Planning,   sent  letters  to 

about  200  Chinatown  community  representatives,  inform- 
ing them  of  the  701  Planning  Project  for  Chinatown, 
A  sumiTtary  of  the  project  proposal  was  also  distributed • 

AUGUST  The  Department  of  City  Planning  sent  letters  to  pros- 

pective planning  consulting  firms  for  purposes  of 
selecting  a  consultant  team  to  carry  out  studies  and 
analyses  for  the  Project .     Over  20  applications  were 
received •     The  Department  also  began  the  process  of 
selecting  qualified  citizens  to  be  appointed  as  members 
of  a  Chinatown  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  to  assist 
the  Department  of  City  Planning  in  all  phases  of  the 
planning  pro j ect . 

SEPTEMBER    Walter  S,  Newman,  President  of  the  City  Planning 

Commission,   announced  the  appointment  of  a  19 -member 
Chinatown  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  comprising  repre- 
sentatives from  diverse  segments  of  the  Chinatown 
community . 


BOO.. 


The  Director  of  Planning  called  for  the  first  meeting 
of  the  Technical  Advisory  Committee,   including  repre- 
sentatives from  the  San  Francisco  Housing  Authority, 
the  Park  and  Recreation  Department,  the  Redevelopment 
Agency,  the  Human  Rights  Commission  and  the  Mayor ' s 
Office. 

An  Orientation  Meeting  of  the  Chinatown  Citizens 
Advisory  Committee  was  held.     In  the  meeting,  purposes 
of  the  planning  project  were  explained  and  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Advisory  Committee  was  discussed. 

OCTOBER        A  Second  Meeting  of  the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee 
was  held  to  select  a  planning  consultant  for  the 
project .     This  meeting  was  held  jointly  with  the 
Technical  Advisory  Committee,     Four  proposals  were 
solicited  for  this  final  selection  from  the  firms  of 
Duncan  and  Jones,  Livingston  and  Blayney ,  Okamoto/ 
liiska 議, and  Sedway/Cooke .     A  vote  was  taken  by  the 
Committees • 

Newsletter  No,   1  was  released  and  distributed  to  the 
community,     Allan  B .  Jacobs  announced  that  Sedway/Cooke 
with  Robert  Wong  and  Merrill  Jew  and  associated  con- 
sultants were  selected  as  the  planning  consultant  team 
NOVEMBER       for  the  Chinatown  project.     The  Third  Meeting  of  the 

Citizens  Advisory  Committee  was  held  to  review  the  Work 
Program  of  the  consultants .     At  the  same  meeting, 
Harry  Chuck  was  selected  as  the  co-chairman  of  the 
Committee,  along  with  Mortimer  Fleishhacker ,  Jr. 
Newsletter  No.   2  was  released • 

DECEMBER      A  Progress  Report  was  prepared  by  the  Consultant  Team 

on  work  now  in  progress .     Newsletter  No,  3  was  released 
and  distributed  to  the  conununity .     The  Citizens  Advisory 
Committee  met  for  the  fourth  time  to  discuss  major 
issues  pertaining  to  the  project,  specifically,  com- 
munity involvement,  and  problems  and  needs  of  housing 
and  recreation  in  Chinatown. 


NEWS     OF  DECEMBER 

***  The  Chinatown  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  held  its  fourth 

meeting  on  December  10,   1970  at  Cameron  House  in  Chinatown . 
During  the  meeting,  progress  reports  were  presented  by  Harry  Chuck, 
co-chairman  of  the  CCAC,  and  the  Planning  Consultant  Team.  At 
the  request  of  Harry  Chuck,  Allan  B,  Jacobs  and  his  staff  ampli- 
fied the  purpose  of  the  project  to  develop  action  plans  and 
programs  in  housing  and  recreation  including  locating  sites  for 


housing  and  recreation  developments,  determining  what  programs 
should  be  used,  what  groups  should  be  given  priority,   and  securing 
funding  for  all  proposals •     This  planning  project  is  not  just  a 
study  of  housing  and  recreation  needs  but  an  attempt  to  increase 
and  improve  housing  and  recreation  facilities  and  programs  in  the 
Chinatown  area • 

Group  discussions  were  then  held  on  major  issues  facing 
the  community  in  housing  and  recreation.     For  your  interest  and 
attention,  excerpts  from  the  summary  of  the  group  discussion  are 
enclosed. 

***  The  Consultant  Team  is  continuing  with  its  surveys  for 

locating  and  tapping  opportunities  for  housing  and  recreation 
improvement  in  the  Chinatown  area .     Available  and/or  underutilized 
space  and  facilities  are  being  explored.     Results  should  be  avail- 
able in  early  January,   at  which  time  the  consultants  and  the  CCAC 
will  assess  the  primary  assets,  needs,  problems  and  obstacles  of 
housing  and  recreation  development  in  Chinatown .     Based  on  the 
findings  of  these  surveys ,   and  on  inputs  from  the  CCAC  members , 
the  consultants  will  submit  an  Issues  Statement  and  a  Scope  of 
Study  Statement. 

***  A  special  survey  will  be  underway  in  the  coming  month  of 

the  needs  and  requirements  of  those  persons  whom  housing  and 
recreation  programs  should  most  probably  serve  ——  the  low-income 
elderly,   families  with  children,   recent  immigr ants  and  the  youth . 
This  will  assist  the  CCAC  in  determining  which  of  these  groups 
should  be  given  the  highest  priority. 


JANUARY  MEETINGS 

Monthly  Meeting: 

Everyone  is  invited  to  the  January  Ileeting  of  the  Chinatown 
Citizens  Advisory  Committee  to  be  held 

Date:       January  7,  1971 

Time:       7: 30  P.M. 

Place:     St.  Mary ' s  Chinese  School   (Coffee  Room) 
902  Stockton  Street,  San  Francisco 

Major  Items  of  the  Meeting:     Status  Report  from  Department  of  City 
Planning  and  the  Chinatown  Consultant  Team;   discussion  of  Problems 
Issues  and  Program  Scope  of  the  Project;   special  reports  on 
emergency  relocation,   public  housing  and  recreation;   and  other 
matters. 


There  will  be  a  special  CCAC  meeting  in  January  for  the  purpose 
of  reviewing  the  reports  of  the  surveys  mentioned  earlier  in  the 
newsletter .     The  meeting,   to  be  held  on  January  21,   1971,   is  also 
open  to  the  public . 

EXCERPTS  OF  GROUP  DISCUSSION   (DECEMBER  10,  1970) 

Citizen  Participation  and  Conurmnity  Involvement;     It  was  suggested 
by  a  CCAC  member  that  the  consultants  and  the  Planning  Department 
staff  should  attend  regular  meetings  of  various  organizations  to 
introduce  the  planning  project  directly  to  the  organization  members, 
and  obtain  feedback  from  them .     This  is  desirable  because  they  could 
provide  more  explicit  explanation  to  the  organizations  than  could 
the  CCAC  members . 

Membership  of  the  CCAC;     There  is  a  need  for  greater  representation 
from  people  now  living  in  the  Chinatown  area  because  of  their  direct 
involvement  and  understanding  of  the  problems  in  the  area,  e.g., 
tenants  of  the  Ping  Yuen  Projects . 

Attendance  of  CCAC  members  at  the  Committee ' s  Regular  Meetings: 
It  was  agreed  that  in  the  future  a  member  who  misses  two  consecutive 
meetings  should  be  replaced  by  another  representative  from  his  (her) 
organization . 

Problems  and  Meeds  for  Housing  in  Chinatown:     The  major  problems  are 
identified  as  overcrowdedness ,   the  unsanitary  conditions  of  some 
community  kitchens  and  bathrooms ,   and  the  large  inflow  of  immigrants 
particularly  those  families  with  five  or  six  children.  Another 
problem  is  the  choice  in  assigning  priority  to  satisfying  families 
or  single  people  and  the  elderly .     Needs  for  more  public  housing 
were  directed  primarily  at  the  senior  citizens  and  middle-  and  low- 
income  families .     Dwelling  units  with  two  and  more  bedrooms  are  in 
great  demand  because  of  the  size  of  most  immigrating  families . 

Problems  and  Needs  for  Recreation  in  Chinatown ；     The  provision  of 
suitable  and  adequate  recreation  facilities  to  various  age  groups 
constituted  much  of  the  problems .     The  elderly  is  generally  agreed 
to  as  encountering  the  biggest  problem,   especially  in  wintertime . 
New  immigrants  whose  recreation  interests  are  different  from  natives 
(e.g.,   they  prefer  playing  soccer )  warrant  special  attention  also • 

Long-range  Objectives:     Realizing  the  reality  that  not  every  single 
segment  of  the  Chinatown  population  can  be  served  by  the  project, 
it  was  noted  that  it  was  the  CCAC ' s  and  the  Department ' s  role  to 
determine  the  size  and  segirent  of  the  present  population  to  be 
served .     This  should  be  related  to  the  appropriate  zoning  regula- 
tions  ( including  height  limits ,  density  limit)   that  would  best 
serve  the  Chinatown  community  and  to  the  need  and  supply  of  feas- 
ible recreation  and  other  community  facilities  and  resources  in 
the  area .     Priority  of  services  should  be  tied  to  the  mobility  of 
the  various  segments  of  the  China town  population  (e.g. ,  priority 
should  be  given  to  the  senior  citizens  who  are  least  able  to  be 
moved  out  from  Chinatown) , 
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